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The Zaibatsu Banking Group —— Mitsui, Mitsubishi, Sumitomo——

in Shanghai Financial Market (1913~1925)
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ABSTRACT

Would War I had provided significant trading opportunities for Japanese economic
growth. Overseas trade spread and foreign currencies accumulated. To take this
extraordinary opportunity, the zaibatsu banking group —— the Mitsui Bank,
Mitsubishi Bank and Sumitomo Bank —— opened branches in Shanghai. These
banks not only operated the zaibatsu business in Shanghai but also engaged in
the foreign exchange deals.

After World War I, the zaibatsu banking group further enhanced their financial
power through loans for manufacturing and dealing with trade transactions.
Additionally these banks gained profits from arbitration of exchange between

Shanghai and Dairen.
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