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The definition of city: a view from historical geography
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ABSTRACT

“City” is a commonly used word, but its definition is hardly agreed upon. This
paper primarily emphasizes that cities are naturally a concept of geography, and
should be identified by population composition and settlement function. The
paper defines a city as the settlement of a mostly non-migrating population with
two or more non-seasonal functions, one or more of which must be a function
of geographical location. Based on the definition, the paper provides some case
studies of historical geography in which the settlements are judged on whether

they qualify as cities or not.
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