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The Philological and Archaeological Study of Xia and Shang (Yin) Dynasty’s Capitals
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Wang, Miaofa

ABSTRACT

While the history of Shang(Yin) Dynasty is already well-documented, the
history of the earlier Xia Dynasty is still somewhat of a legend. According
to “Gu ben zhu shu ji nian” and other documents, there were a total of
28 capital sites during the period of the two dynasties, which indicates how
frequently the capital moved. This paper discusses how many capitals can
be proved by archaeological work over the past century, and concludes that
only one archaeological “city’” matches by name one of the 28 capitals in
documents although some others might be capital sites in terms of size and
other characteristics. This proven archaeological “city” actually includes two
archaeological sites- Huanbei Shang cheng and Yin xu. This paper agrees
with the points that Huanbei Shang cheng is the site of a capital, and that so
-called Yin xu is the tomb area of the royal family in the Shang (Yin) dynasty.
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