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Debates Regarding Acts on Welfare of Mothers with Dependents and

Widows in Japan

Megumi KANAGAWA

Abstract

The aim of this article is to analyze debates about Acts on Welfare of Mothers with
Dependents and Widows in Japan.

The article begins with an explanation of Acts on Welfare of Mothers with Dependents
before World War II. Next, I present an analysis of Acts on Welfare of Mothers with
Dependents after World War 1T, with a particular emphasis on the debates of 1981. I end
with a discussion of some of the outstanding issues facing the field.

I conclude that discussions about social welfare of mothers with dependents and
widows can be divided into three periods. However, there is still a lack of clarity on
fundamental principles in regard to the issues involved, and this has led to confusion
about the measures for maternal and child welfare currently in place.



